
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Articles


                            Singular


         Plural

Definite
Countable

      Non-countable
    the chair

        the air in this 


                     room
    the chairs

Indefinite
     a chair

air in general
     chairs in general

If it's definite, that is, you and I know which one we're talking about, it's the.

If it's indefinite, countable and singular, it's a.






If it's indefinite, non-countable or plural, there is no article.

Whether to use a or an depends on the sound of the word immediately following.  The next word is the determinant, and not the noun.  An orange sweater. 

A sour orange. 

Use a before a consonant sound and an before a vowel sound.

A hammer (The h is aspirated, so it sounds like a consonant.)

An hour (The h is silent, so the first sound we hear is the vowel sound.)

A university (The first sound is a y sound, so it is treated as if it were a consonant.)

An umbrella (The first sound is a vowel sound.)

No article is used with possessives, even if the noun is singular and countable.  My sweater, her scarf, their dog.

An article is not used with most proper names.

The president and the vice-president met with the secretary of state. (These are not proper names, so articles are used and  titles are not capitalized.)

President Bush and Vice-President Cheney met with Secretary Rice.  (These are proper names, so titles are capitalized and no article is used.)

Usually, names of countries and cities do not use an article.  There are some exceptions: The Netherlands, The United States of America.  This is probably because Netherlands (low countries) could be considered a generic term, and because United States is not unique.  (The full name of our southern neighbor is The United States of Mexico).  Ukraine used to take an article, but now does not.  I don't know why.  Language is not a science.

Oceans, seas, and other large bodies of water generally take an article.  The Atlantic Ocean, The Mediterranean Sea, The Gulf of Mexico.  There are exceptions:  Hudson's Bay,  Puget Sound.  Lakes and smaller bodies of water do not usually take an article.  Lake Erie, Kentucky Lake, Walden Pond.

Rivers usually take an article, but smaller streams do not.  The Mississippi River, The Cumberland River, but Citico Creek, Bledsoe Creek, Richland Creek.


