Beginning newspaper reporters are taught to always find out the following information:

WHO, WHAT, WHEN, WHERE, HOW, AND WHY.   We use these words to ask basic questions. To make a question, the sentence structure is changed so that the question word comes first.  

Who is the subject.  It indicates the person who is carrying out the action.

Who is playing football?     Who was playing football?     Who will be playing football?     

John is playing football.      John was playing football.        John will be playing football.

What may be the subject if it is an inanimate object, or it may be the direct object.

What fell off the table?
What did Maria make for lunch?


My book fell off the table.
Maria made sandwiches for lunch.

What may also ask a question about the action.

What is Maria doing?

What did Maria do?

Maria is fixing lunch.

Maria fixed lunch.

When asks a question about time.

When do you go home?      When did you arrive in the United States?      When will he graduate?

I go home on weekends.      I arrived last year.


       He will graduate in June.

Where asks a question about place.

Where are you going?
Where do you go on weekends?

I(m going to class.

I go home on weekends.

How asks a question about the manner in which an action was carried out.

How did Alex injure his ankle?

How will you pay for dinner?

He injured his ankle playing football.
I(ll pay with my credit card.

How may also be used to ask more specific questions, such as how long, how far, how much, etc.

Why asks a question about the reason for an action.

Why did you wear a sweater?

Why won(t my car start?

I wore a sweater because I(m cold.

Your car won(t start because you(re out of gas.

One can also ask , (why not?(
Why not use (because(  instead of  (because of(?  (A real question)

Why don(t we go to the movies tonight?  ( A rhetorical question)
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